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Fifth Year Shines for Tacoma, WA

Eight Years for LA Superior Court, CA

The City of Tacoma held their Fifth Annual National Arts
Program® awards ceremony at the Municipal Building and
had a record attendance, including NAP Executive Director
Jackie Szafara.
The show is hung
on separate floors
of two municipal
buildings in
downtown
Tacoma,
strategically
located as you
exit the elevators
on each floor.
This gives the
artwork a steady
“Masquerade”
Miranda Balch (center) with her four sisters, Craft
flow of viewers
Teen 13-18, Third Place
coming in and out
Relative; Tacoma Power
of the buildings
all day. One employee commented that “it is my favorite event
all year because I get to see the halls filled with interesting
artwork and it makes moving up and down the building much
more interesting.”
Naomi Strom-Avila does an incredible job of coordinating
the artwork and getting it hung. She received the NAP’s
Fifth Anniversary award for her work and dedication to our
program over the years. First, as an assistant, and then as a
coordinator.
Sarah Idstrom, Vice Chair of the Tacoma Arts Commission
was the keynote speaker for the evening and reflected on the
importance
of programs
like the
NAP in
communities
like theirs.
It affords
everyone an
opportunity
to participate
in a juried
From Left: Naomi Strom-Avila, NAP Coordinator; Rey
show with
Arellano, Deputy City Manager; Jackie Szafara, NAP
Executive Director; Eric Anderson, City Manager; and
their piece
Sarah Idstrom, Vice Chair of the Tacoma Arts Commission
and see
it hanging in a public space. Tacoma is a hotbed for glass
blowing and the home of the Glass Museum so a creative
energy is always evident there.

Once again, Coordinator Pebbla Wallace was running
the show for the Los Angeles Superior Court. This year was
their Eighth Annual NAP Exhibition and what a success it
was! All 183 pieces were hung in the Jury Assembly Rooms
of the Stanley Mosk Courthouse and the Criminal Justice
Center. Having the works displayed in such a space, allows
thousands of jurors who
attend jury services to view
them. Not only do the juror’s
really enjoy examining the
artwork, but they are also
invited to vote on their
favorites so that a ‘Juror’s
Choice Award’ may be
presented at the reception.
This is our one and only
court system venue and with
“Whirlpool Bracelet”
Amelia Snyder, Craft
a track record of success
Teen 13-18, Second Place
with the Program we hope
Relative; Clara Shortridge Foltz
CJC Courthouse
to be able to use them as a
wonderful example to other courts across the nation.

Additional Best of Shows for Jackson, MS
After taking a break in 2008,
Jackson, MS has come back
strong in 2010. The Sixth
Annual NAP Exhibition has more
than 75 entries, most of which
were first time participants in the
program. Coordinator Pamela
D.C. Junior commented that
“this year has been fabulous!”
This year, Pamela decided
to add a “Best of Show” award
“Retirement Plan”
in each classification (ie: Adult
Angela Gobar, Works on Paper
Amateur, Best of Show
Amateur, Intermediate, etc),
Relative; Research Technician
adding five additional awards for
participants to have the opportunity to win. Pamela used the
NAP’s Non-Matching Scholarship element to provide all the
Best in Show winners with cash prizes ranging from $300 for
Professional Best in Show to $50 for Youth 12 & Under Best in
Show. This is a great way to recognize participants in each of
the five NAP classifications.
In addition, the Honorable Mayor Harvey Johnson (pictured
above), was on hand at the reception to present the awards to
all the winners.
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Spotlight on Guy Bruggeman, DFW Coordinator

DFW, TX Continues to Stand Out

Guy Bruggeman has been coordinating our Dallas/Fort
Worth International Airport Exhibition since 2007 with continued
success. Every year their participation
increases and their 2010 show was no
exception with 174 pieces of artwork
from 109 different participants.
Recently, we have heard Guy’s
name mentioned multiple times over
the past few months from potential
new venues. Guy has been actively
promoting the program across the
country with our newest venue,
Minneapolis-Saint Paul International
Airport, adopting the program based
solely on Guy’s praises.
Guy has such a passion for
the National Arts Program® that
we thought he would be the perfect first interview for our new
Coordinator Spotlight.

Only four years with the National Arts Program®
and Guy Bruggeman, Coordinator at Dallas/Fort Worth
International Airport, has already been going above and
beyond the call of duty. Recently we have had several
new prospective venues
that have heard about
us through Guy. This is
never an expected part of
a Coordinator’s job, but
it is much appreciated
and it shows us just how
much they enjoy taking
part in the Program.
This year DFW’s
numbers increased by
ten percent overall,
bringing the total to 109
artists exhibiting 174
artworks! The April 29th
Jeff Fegan, Airport CEO with
award reception was
Savannah Newborn, First Place Winner in
the Youth 12 & Under Category
beautifully done, and
both Jeff Fegan-CEO and
Joe Lopano-EVP of Marketing and Terminal Management
were on hand to congratulate both the winners and their
families.

1. What makes the National Arts Program® different than any
other art exhibit displayed in the DFW Airport?
Guy: For us, we only have a few exhibits each year. It’s unique
in that, it is by the employees and for the employees. As you are
looking at someone’s artwork, you can’t help to think that you
work with this person. We all have specific jobs at the airport that
help make this the best airport it can be, which is what we all have
in common but, some of us also have an interest in art as well.
The personal touch of knowing that art was created by one of your
co-workers makes this a very different exhibit.
2. Why do you feel that displaying employee artwork is important?
Guy: It really helps reinforce the five DFW Beliefs. This is a
collaboration of many departments that all play an important role
to make this exhibit successful. It also promotes the belief that
“You’re Important”, by showing off the employees unique talents
3. Why do you think displaying artwork in an airport setting is so
important?
Guy: It helps promote community involvement. Many of the
exhibits are done by the surrounding communities and it is a great
way to support them. It’s one more way for the airport to give back
to the local community.
To read the full article and learn more about the NAP
at DFW International Airport, please visit our website.
www.nationalartsprogram.org

Pittsburgh, PA Throws a Great Reception
As usual, Pittsburgh had a tremendous turnout for their
NAP award reception. The over three hundred guests that
attended enjoyed live music by Lisa Bliel and Joe Monroe
as well as catering by Strictly Business Catering.
Twelve officials were
present at the reception
and they represented
many of the departments
that are invited to
participate in the exhibit.
It is always great to hear
that the employees,
officials, and their families
are coming together
in celebration of their
amazing visual art talents.
The participants in
“Le Velo”
Pittsburgh are always
Marus Palermo, Photography
Intermediate, Second Place
treated to a first rate award
Relative, City Council
reception and that is part
of what makes this exhibit a success, year after year.
The National Arts Program would like to thank everyone
involved!
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Atlantic Health, NJ Expands Exhibition Space
This year’s Fourth Annual National Arts Program® Exhibition at
Atlantic Health was another huge success. With more than 240
artists participating (a tremendous jump from the 185 artists of
2009), more than 260 pieces of artwork were displayed at the two
hospital branches; Morristown
Memorial Hospital and
Overlook Hospital. Due to
the large jump in participation
this year, Coordinator Maria
Lupo had to expand their
hanging area at both sites to
include the main lobby areas.
This expansion allows for the
artwork to be exhibited in high
Youth and Teen participants show off
their NAP Certificates of Participation
traffic areas of the hospital
making it more available to
the everyday visitor. Maria commented that “every year we are just
getting better and better with more entries and staff engagement.”
With the successful NAP Annual Exhibition, Atlantic Health has
established a Healing Arts Coalition to further develop more programs
and exhibitions to marry healing and the arts.
We look forward to celebrating the fifth anniversary in 2011 and
can’t wait to see what the future holds for Atlantic Health!

Year Four for Children’s Hospital of Michigan, MI
Coordinator Grace Serra was particularly thankful for the NonMatching Scholarship that the NAP awarded this year. Grace said
that the scholarship allowed
her to bring in high profile
jurors to curate their show,
which in turn generated more
excitement around the exhibit.
The Children’s Hospital
of Michigan has been
with the Program for four
years and has included the
unique aspect of inviting
some patients to participate
in the show, along with
Patrick Kelly, Vice President of Development the employees and their
standing with Third Place, Amateur
families. Although this is not
Award Winner, Dr. Howard Fischer
traditionally how the Program
is run, it has proved to be a successful new element in their show.
This year, the exhibit opened on March 8th and was taken down
on June 16th, after their closing Awards Reception. When the show
came down after three months; the patients, families and staff were
asking Grace when the show would be back! We are so pleased to
know that everyone looks forward to each New Year with the NAP.
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Orlando, FL Hosts Employee Workshop
For the seventh year in a row, Orlando, FL hosted
a wonderful National Arts Program® Exhibition for the
city employees and their families. With more than 120
pieces on display in the Terrace Gallery of City Hall,
Coordinator Paul Wenzel returned as coordinator of
the program after taking a break for a few years.
This year, Paul utilized the NAP’s Non-Matching
Scholarship money to host an employee art workshop.
Employees and their family members were invited to
the City of Orlando Pottery Studio on Saturday, May
8th where participants were encouraged to create
artwork for the NAP Show. The adults in attendance
created self portraits out of clay (example pictured
below) while the children made “Happy Face Pots.”
About twenty
employees and
their children
attended the
workshop and
had a great
time. Paul
commented
that, “The
results were
fantastic! The
self portraits left
a lot of room for
“Self Portrait”
creativity and
Lisa Faulkner, Sculpture (Clay)
invention while
Amateur
Employee; Tech Management
working with
the structure of one’s own face. The children also had
a great time working with their imaginations creating
“Happy Face Pots” which were painted and then
fired.”
While the City of Orlando has had a number
of budget cuts and numerous layoffs this year,
workshops such as this are a great resource to the
employees. These workshops give employees who
wouldn’t normally have access to an art studio, an
opportunity to unlock their hidden talents and create
a piece of art for the NAP exhibition. Paul was very
grateful for the additional money stating, “with budgets
as tight as they are this program may not have been
possible without the scholarship funds from NAP.”
We couldn’t be happier to provide the additional
scholarship money for such a great cause. The NAP
would like to welcome back Paul and congratulate all
the participants of the 2010 CityArt Works Show in
Orlando, FL!
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Napa State Hospital, CA Boosts Attendance
Participation was up
more than thirty percent for
Napa’s Fourth Annual NAP
Exhibit! Coordinator Sally
Denman did a wonderful job
and obviously put the NonMatching Scholarship dollars
to good use by also boosting
attendance at the opening
reception and awards ceremony!
Sally commented that “the show continues to provide so
much in terms of staff morale boosting, recognition, stress
relief and good ole fun, not to mention encouraging continued
artistic expression.”
Napa is a terrific example of how the NAP can flourish
within a hospital environment. Not only are the employees
interacting and recognizing each others talents, but the
patients are also beginning to connect with the staff. The
exhibit seems to create an opportunity for patients and
visitors to feel a deeper sense of community with the hospital
itself.
This year’s NAP exhibit was a success on many levels
and we appreciate everyone’s hard work in producing it.
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Orlando International Airport, FL
Celebrates Fifth Anniversary
This year, Orlando International Airport’s “Share the
Art” celebrated their Fifth Anniversary with the National
Arts Program®. NAP Program Coordinator, Robyn Raskin
was on hand to present the Fifth Anniversary Award to CoCoordinators Vera Walker
and Janet Scovic. Janet
has been involved with
the NAP since its start
at the airport in 2004,
however with her planned
retirement approaching,
she decided to bring Vera
on board this year to learn
the ropes. This provided
Vera the chance to learn
how to coordinate the
show firsthand with the
“Untitled”
Matt Knopf, Painting
assistance of a seasoned
Professional, First Place
veteran. (Great idea!)
Relative; Southwest Airlines
Vera commented that,
“the show was so inspiring. I look forward to seeing what next
year brings.” And so does the National Arts Program®!

Ho`omaika`i to Honolulu, HI
Now in their fifth year with the National Arts Program®, Honolulu, Hawaii is no stranger to success when it comes to
showcasing the talent of the City/County employees and their family members. With more than 75 pieces of artwork produced by
more than 50 different artists, Coordinator Tory Laitila commented “that the quality of work was outstanding!”
Along with Tory, Mayor Mufi Hannemann, Michael Pili Pang, Executive Director
of the Mayor’s Office of Culture and the Arts, Wallace Watanabe, President/CEO
of the Aloha Pacific Federal Credit Union, and Sharon McPhee, Commissioner
with the City and County of Honolulu were on hand to help present the awards to
this years winners. (All pictured left) In
addition, Tory was presented the National
Arts Program’s® Fifth Anniversary Award
for all his hard work and dedication to the
program since it’s inception in 2005. In
his five years with the program, Tory has
hung more than 450 pieces of art.
Coordinator, Tory Laitila was presented the
During the reception, the Honorable
NAP Fifth Anniversary Award at the
Mayor
Mufi Hannemann remarked, “we
reception held on May 21, 2010
have been gratified by the caliber of talent
found among our City and County employees and their family members. I am thankful
for this partnership that enables the arts to flourish and enrich our community.” We
“Overabundance”
couldn’t say it any better and are truly grateful the strong support we receive for our
Travis Kumano, Sculpture
program over the years. The NAP looks forward to many more years of bringing art
Intermediate, Third Place
Relative; Dept. of Environmental Services
forward in Honolulu, Hawaii!
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Cleveland, OH Breaks Participation Record

Twenty Years for Abilene, TX

Now in their eleventh year with the NAP, Cleveland, OH
broke their participation record with amazing 213 different
artists. This is 27 more people than they had participate
in their 2009 show, which was a record breaking show for
them as well.
Once again, Coordinator Chris Luciani did an amazing
job organizing the show with help from Co-Coordinator
Edward Schmitt. All 213 pieces were displayed at the Arts
Collinwood Gallery from March 29 to April 9, 2010. Chris
commented, “that
for the size of
the gallery, the
pieces were well
positioned, easy
to see and invited
the viewer to circle
back and look at
the art over and
over from different
Just one of the art lined gallery walls
vantage points.”
of the Arts Collinwood Gallery space.
The NAP is
continually blown away by the tremendous success of our
Cleveland show and can’t wait to see what next year brings!

When anything lasts for twenty years anymore, it is a
cause for celebration. The National Arts Program® in Abilene
celebrated their Twenth Anniversary and was one of only six
shows in the country when the
NAP started. With close to 80
participants this year, and one
of three venues in the state of
Texas, Abilene continues to be
an example of how each year
there are artists out there who
have not been discovered.
Unique to our Abilene venue,
are artists that have grown
up with the NAP show and
are now entering works in the
professional category.
Abilene has a vibrant
downtown that is dedicated
“Vincent”
to promoting all the arts.The
Douglas Graces, Mixed Media
Professional, Second Place
Contemporary Center’s gallery
Resident
space rivals any anywhere. Paris
Barnett coordinated this years show for the first time. Paris
stated that she “enjoyed the way the show allows all to enter and
that no fees are charged.”
Many of Abilene’s artists are represented on the online
gallery of the NAP website. (www.nationalartsprogram.org)

Cape May, NJ Has Star Volunteers
The Cape May County Performing Arts Center once
again was alive with the works of close to 100 artists, a live
guitarist, and catered food. Coordinator Donna Amatucci
did a wonderful job
getting all the artist’s
together and had
a lovely reception.
Many Culture &
Heritage Commission
members were
present to hand out
awards. As they
move towards their
Tenth Year, Cape
NAP Coordinator Donna Amatucci (L) helping
May has decided to
an artist register her work on intake day
use some of the NAP
Non-Matching Scholarship money to provide small monetary
awards for “Best Medium” in addition to their regular awards.
They are hoping this increases the amount of work in each
category and adds to some categories that may not be as
large.
The volunteers of Cape May continue to be ready to help
in any way throughout the process and we applaud Donna’s
ability to get so many to help out in all aspects of her show.

Five “People’s Choice” for Casper, WY
Casper, WY celebrated their Fifth Anniversary with the
National Arts Program® this past June with more than 70
participants from the City of Casper, Town of Mills, Town of
Evansville and Natrona
County Government and
School District. The artwork
was once again displayed
in the Rosenthal Gallery
at the Nicolaysen Art
Museum.
For the second year in
a row, Coordinator Vicky
Macy had a People’s
Choice award in each of
the five classification levels
“Lemons and Limes”
Casidy Mittelstadt, Painting
(Amateur, Indermediate,
Teen 13-18, First Place & People’s Choice
Professional, Youth &
Relative; Casper Police Department
Teen). This allows all
visitors to the exhibit to vote for one of their favorite pieces in
each of the classifications. This is a great way to get the public
involed and a wonderful way to recognize participants based on
their level of experience.
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Never Hide Your Talent !
Another Great Year for Union County, NJ
For the ninth year, Coordinator Libby Reid ran an excellent National Arts Program® exhibition for the employees of Union
County and their family members. Always heavily supported by the local Freeholders, Libby had several as guest speakers
during the awards reception. NAP Executive Director, Jackie Szafara, also spoke and urged all the artists to upload their artwork to the National Arts Program® artist gallery of the new
website to allow others to view their work. Artists who have
uploaded to the NAP site and have linked themselves to a
venue, now appear randomly on that venue’s homepage
of the website. Jackie also thanked Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, pictured left, for her continued support and
reiterated how, across the country, administrations have
not been supporting the arts.
In addition, a large number of participants were in attendance at the reception held on May 5th, many of whom
were from the same family. First time Best of Show winner,
Angelo Paparella was joined by his daughters when receiving his award. Mary Paynter was surrounded by her family
including her sister who works for the Union County Parks
“Ellie”
“Taylor”
Mary Paynter (R), Works on Paper
& Community Renewal when she accepted her First Place
Angelo Paparella, Sculpture
Professional, First Place
Intermediate, Best of Show
award in the Professional category. This is truly what the
Relative; Parks & Community Renewal
Employee; Engineering/Public Works
NAP program is all about!
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