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Charlotte Hosts Their Ninth Event
The Ninth Annual Charlotte National Arts Program® once
again showed the incredible talent of the people of Charlotte
and surrounding Mecklenburg County.
Piggy backing again this year off a
large annual employee event for the
City / County Arts & Science Council,
the NAP show drew more than150
artists and hung 269 pieces of artwork.
This show has gained so much
momentum over the years that it is
now a solid morale boosting event for
all employees.
“My First Still Life”
Assistant City Manager, Eric
Aerial Pridgeon, Teen 12-18
Painting, Second Place
Campbell, did a wonderful job as the
Relative of Charlotte Employee
MC and the event was covered by the
Charlotte Observer. NAP Coordinator Mindy Levine continues
to challenge the employees to enter new works and brings in
new employees year after year.

Fourth Year Shines for New Orleans
Ernest Collins, Director of Arts & Entertainment for the City of
New Orleans wrote, “The 4th Annual Exhibit and Awards Contest
of The National Arts Program® for the City of New Orleans
employees and their families was
a rousing success! The theme for
this year’s event was “Never Hide
Your Talent.” Artwork submitted
for the program was displayed
on the first floor of City Hall from
late December until the middle of
February.
The exhibit created additional
Danielle Miles, Best of Show
Winner, poses with
artistic decor for the building
Mayor C. Ray Nagin
and also generated interest and
New Orleans, LA
sales for the artists! Participants
look forward every year to this
competition, the recognition and the excitement created by
having their work on public display. The cash awards really make
the program special.
The National Arts Program® is truly a wonderful and much
needed program for the City and makes a major contribution to
the morale and positive environment of the workplace. Thank
you National Arts Program, you’re the best!”
We sincerely could not say it any better and invite you to
view more photos from New Orleans on our website.
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First Year Success for
Healtheast Care System, MN

Healtheast Care System
had an amazing first year
with the NAP. The Gallery
Cafe at Bethesda Hospital
was transformed by the 123
entries submitted from the 65
participating artists.
Often times it can be
a struggle to get a large
Co-Coordinators
Nancy Apfelbacher &
collection of artwork for a
Barbara Piotrowski
show in its first year. However,
with Best of Show Winner,
Co-Coordinators Nancy
Kathy Nesseth
Apfelbacher & Barbara
Piotrowski proved that it can be done! All the participants
must have felt proud as they enjoyed seeing their artwork
and the works of their family members, beautifully displayed
while dining in the Gallery Cafe.

Austin, TX Finds Its Ideal Space
Austin, TX opened their sixth annual NAP exhibition
to the public on December 15, 2008. The exhibition was
held at the Mexican American Cultural Center (MACC) for
the first time with rave reviews. Coordinator April Sullivan
says “I think we have finally found a good location for this
event.” The MACC has a large
professional gallery and is located
just outside of downtown Austin
along the beautiful riverfront.
This years show was a great
success with 177 pieces of
artwork submitted by 101 different
artists from over 20 different
city departments. There was a
wonderful balance of both two
dimensional and three dimensional
/ sculptural works creating a
Mexican American
very dynamic presentation in the
Cultural Center (MACC)
Gallery Space
new space. The gallery set-up
Austin, TX
allowed visitors to interact with the
artwork as they moved through
the exhibition. Much of this set-up can be attributed to the
fact that the MACC provided a professional curator / hanger
to install the exhibition. This collaboration between the city
and the MACC provides a wonderful example of how great
partnerships can enhance an already great show!
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With the passing of our
founder and chairman,
Leonard E. B. Andrews,
Kathleen C.Jamieson becomes
head of The National Arts
Program®.
From the start, Kathleen,
who resides in Malvern, PA, has
been involved in every aspect of
The National Arts Program® and
its sponsoring Foundation.
As a long time designer, art
buyer and owner of a prestigious interior decorating firm
located in Haverford, PA, she has always been heavily
involved in the arts.
Along with the Foundation’s long standing board
members, Silas R. Mountsier III, Dr. Joseph M. Valloti, Jill
Mirkovic, and Jackie Szafara, Kathleen will continue to
guide the foundation as she has for the past 27 years.
When asked to comment Kathleen said, “Leonard
was a great chairman, a great friend, and a great human
being. His passing is a great personal loss to me and
leaves the foundation with a void that will not be easily
filled. Our founder set the Foundation on a steady course,
and following it’s Rules of Exhibit, we will continue to
grow.”

Jackie Szafara has been involved with the National Arts
Program® since its inception in 1985, when she helped hang its
very first exhibit in Philadelphia, PA. She has officially been an
employee of the NAP since 2001, after retiring from 17 years in
the advertising business.
Q: What do you do at The
National Arts Program®?
A: I am the Director of The National
Arts Program Foundation®.
Although I wear many hats my
main objective is keeping The
National Arts Program® focused
on its mission. Our purpose is
to bring forth art from everyday
people wherever they may work,
and to make sure that the art is hung in a public space and
professionally judged, to truly give the artist a feeling of being in
a gallery show.
Q: What is your favorite part of the NAP?
A: My favorite part of the job is the satisfaction I get out of
giving someone all the tools, materials and funding necessary
to run an outstanding employee art show, with no strings
attached.

Maren Crestani, Assistant to the President
Robyn Raskin, Program Coordinator
Q: What do you do at The National Arts Program®?
A: As the Program Coordinator, I serve as the liaison
between the NAP and all our venue coordinators across the
country. I work individually with each NAP Coordinator to
make sure that they have everything they need to have a
successful and stress-free exhibition. My goal is to make the
process as easy and enjoyable for our coordinators as I can.
Q: What is your favorite part of the NAP?
A: I love that everyone, no
matter their background, age or
career, is given the opportunity
to showcase their artistic
talents. I always enjoy hearing
how people are shocked by
the hidden talents of their coworkers and their children. It’s
a great way to build a close
community!

Q: What do you do at The National Arts Program®?
A: As Assistant to the President, supporting Mrs. Jamieson
in her daily activities is a major part of my role, but that is not
all that I am able to contribute. The NAP operates based on
teamwork, and I regularly have a
chance to take part in each and
every aspect of the Program.
The foundation is an amazing
place to work and I am proud to
be part of the NAP family!
Q: What is your favorite part
of the NAP?
A: One of my favorite parts of
the Program’s process is viewing
images sent in from our coordinators all over the nation. Our
staff is not able to visit every venue in person so these images
are particularly important.
It is so wonderful to have examples of the talent that is being
brought forth by the Program, and to be able to share with the
rest of the world!
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University of Chicago Medical Center, IL
The University of Chicago Medical Center and
Monica Hork once again displayed the talents of
their employees for the third year in a row. The
show was hung in a connecting walkway between
the two hospitals. Thousands of people passed
through this corridor every day and admired the
wonderful display of artwork. Many employees have

Central Louisiana Arts & Healthcare,
Alexandria, LA hosts Third Exhibit
Coordinator Judy Ginsburg has put
on another fantastic exhibit for Central
Louisiana Arts & Healthcare. Judy said,
“We had such a variety of outstanding
artwork that this was our best show
ever!”
All 117 works submitted were first
hung in Coughlin-Saunders Performing
Arts Center for their opening reception
on March 28th. After the reception the
works were sent to be displayed in both
of their hospital galleries for the entire
month of April.
		

Breezeway Connector Gallery
University of Chicago Hospital

commented on how truly enjoyable the annual art
show is for everyone.
At the far end of the hallway, a voting box was
set up for the People’s Choice award, where the
public could participate by voting on their favorite
piece. This was a great way to involve the entire
community in the exhibition and to grow awareness
for the NAP program.

“Barack Obama”
Evan Gates, Intermediate
Painting, Third Place
Relative, OB/GYN
(His father proudly displaying his artwork)

“Hope for a Cure”
Leslie Baker, Amateur
Mixed Media, People’s Choice Award
Cabrini Hospital Employee

Pictured left, a proud father
displays his son’s winning painting.
At the NAP we love to see that it is
not only the artists who are uplifted
by the experience of taking part in
an exhibit, but their families as well.
The staff here at the NAP
can’t wait for a chance to visit this
wonderful event in person!

Lexington / Fayette County, KY

“Hard Drive Clock”
Fred Godfrey, Intermediate
Mixed Media
Computer Services Department

Lexington had a wonderful second year with 103 pieces hung from 20 city
departments. Mayor Jim Newberry and President & CEO of LexArts Jim Clark were in
attendance at the reception which was held on
March 5th.
This was a truly excellent collection of work
from the city employees and included some very
unusual artworks such as “Hard Drive Clock”,
by Computer Services employee, Fred Godfrey
(pictured at left).
The exhibition was hung salon style with
artwork displayed from floor to ceiling on
the walls of the gallery space. This type of
traditional exhibition hanging provides the
take in the salon style exhibition
visitors with a completely different art experience Gallery visitors
at the opening on March 5th.
than they might normally get in a museum
setting.
We would like to congratulate Lexington on another great year of truly unique artwork!

The National Arts Program® has 84 Venues in 44 States; including cities, counties, hospitals, airports and commercial institutions.
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Spotlight on the NAP Interactive Art Gallery

“On Fire” by Kristen Parks
“A macro shot of one of the sunflowers
growing in my backyard”
Teen 13 - 18
Salt Lake City, UT

“Door To My Heart” by Colleen O’Neill
“A heart painted on one of the entrances to an old
abandoned factory out in High Bridge NJ”
Adult Amateur
Atlantic Health, NJ

“Untitled” by Emily Hurd
“Abstract Age 4”
Youth 12 & Under
Baltimore, MD
Johns Hopkins Medicine

The NAP allows all artists to upload their artwork, free of charge, to our online Interactive Gallery on the NAP website.
We will be featuring these artist in upcoming issues of the quarterly newsletter. Over the course of 15 months we
have had over 1300 pieces of visual artwork uploaded from all ages and categories, all over the country.
Each artist receives a tutorial about our interactive gallery along with their Certificate of Participation. We hope that you
will continue to encourage participants and their family members to upload their artwork and share their personal stories.
Please visit www.nationalartsprogram.org to upload and view more great images!

